March Church Mouse Article

ONA Committee Off to a Flying Start
Your ONA Planning Committee has started the year in a sprint!  We have completely redesigned our ONA website, accessible via the church website at www.RHCCUCC.org.

We hope you’ll find it to be easier to locate specific information.  Kudos to Steve Smith for spearheading the redesign.  Take a look and give us your feedback using the e-mail link.
We have scheduled three formal programs over the next two months, designed to begin addressing the first two overall themes you requested.

First, on Sunday, March 9 following a light lunch, the “What is ONA” subcommittee of the ONA Committee will host the final program of the Lenten Series.  The program will be led by subcommittee members Michael Bower, Mary Dean, Stephanie Heneghan, Bill Hoffman, Tom Rolfe, and Wendy Ware.  Under the overall theme of “Bringing Lent to Life”, this presentation will seek to clarify the concept of Open and Affirming as defined by the United Church of Christ.  The ONA issue will be discussed in the context of other social justice issues that have been addressed by both the UCC and our local church.  Please join us for the first of many programs on Open and Affirming.  Let us know if you will be attending so that we will have sufficient food for lunch.  You may do so by signing the interest lists in the Fiorilli room, or contacting a member of the Lenten series Planning Committee:
Katie Hoffman-Fulda
tel. 563-9153

Julie Dostie 


tel. 563-5663

Bob Inderbitzen

email bobmike@cox.net
Second, on Sunday, April 6, Jonathan and Donna will teach us the tools to use to assist in Biblical interpretation.  The program is entitled “Different Ways We Read the Bible”.

Jonathan tells us that “The Bible is at the center of our Christian faith, yet how we were taught and how we choose to read it makes a big difference in how it speaks God’s word to us.  At the end of April, the ONA Committee will lead a discussion about just what the Bible says about homosexuality and Christian faith, but BEFORE we get to that particular issue, you’re invited to join in a presentation and conversation on Sunday, April 6 after worship, led by the ministers, on the more general topic of the different ways we each allow the Bible to have authority in our lives.

Is the Bible literally true, or are we called to interpret its teachings?  Is it literally true in some ways, but not in others?  Do the Scriptures speak God’s truth ONLY in matters of values, ethics and personal behavior, or ALSO about creation and history and the way God makes the world to work?  On ANY issue, is there ONE truth or MANY? 

Important questions for all Christians, all the time!  Join the broad discussion on the 6th as preparation for the more specific ONA offering at the end of April.  The Sunday sermon that day will begin our reflections, and the conversation at 11:30 will build from there.”

Then the Rev. Dr. Wayne Rollins will give a presentation on the Biblical aspects of the Open and Affirming issue, entitled “The Bible, Gays, Straights, and You”, on April 27th at 11:30 a.m. in the Chapel.  When describing his program, Dr. Rollins says “In the whirlpool of discussion about “gays and straights” in the church and the culture at large, we will take a closer look at what the Bible has to offer on the subject.  We will review the relevant biblical passages through the lens of biblical scholarship and with the aid of some study sheets, and then ask ourselves personally how this might help us shape an informed Christian perspective on the subject in 2008”.

Dr. Rollins is an Adjunct Professor at Hartford Seminary and Professor Emeritus of Biblical Studies at Assumption College in Worcester, MA.  He has served as a visiting lecturer at a number of parishes, educational centers, colleges, and universities across the country.  In Connecticut, he has led Open and Affirming discussions at several CTUCC churches including Asylum Hill, Canton, and Stratford.
He holds a PhD from Yale and is an ordained minister in the United Church of Christ.  He has written many articles and three books.
We hope you will join us for this educational second hour.  This event is sponsored by the Biblical Perspectives sub-committee of the Open and Affirming Planning Committee. If you have any questions, please contact Pat Howland, Katie Hoffman-Fulda, Laurel Cole, Bob Inderbitzen, Ron Robbins, or Tim Dostie.  You will find our phone numbers in the Church directory and our e-mail addresses in our newly enhanced website.
Gail Hall

Chair, ONA Committee
